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Regulations Scaffolding exams in connection with the corona virus 

COVID-19 
 

This Regulation has been set up in line with the Dutch Central Government's “Working 

together safely” protocol in connection with the Corona crisis, version 11, 15-12-2020. 

 

The starting point of this protocol is the current advice and measures of the RIVM (the 

Dutch Institute for Health). The protocol is based on the state of affairs on August 21, 

2020 and the stricter measures from September 29.  

The protocol provides clarity to companies, residents, clients, customers and all workers 

about working safely during the Corona crisis. The protocol was presented to the Ministry 

of BZK by Bouwend Nederland and Techniek Nederland and supplemented and adopted 

in consultation with the Ministers of BZK and I&W with various other construction sectors 

and trade unions. 

 

Evaluation impact in relation to the certification requirements 

 

Registration as an aspiring assistant technician, for which a VCA diploma is mandatory, is 

more difficult, because many VCA training courses and exams have been suspended. VCA 

exams can currently be progressed if one on one exam is taken. 

 

Alternative exam methods, such as taking an exam remotely, is not possible during the 

practical exam Scaffolding, because the candidates have to work together to build a 

scaffold according to the exam assignment. 

Certification is therefore not fully possible under the current regulation, because the 1.5 

meters distance from each other cannot be fully followed. This Regulation is intended for 

this situation. 

 

Number of candidates and other stakeholders: 

 

An average of 160 candidates are examined every month. When exams stop, a wave of 

requests can come at the same time later, which is logistically difficult or impossible to 

manage. 

There are five exam offices that conduct scaffolding exams. 

There is one CI (DNV GL) 

There is one management foundation (SVWOH). 

 

This regulation applies as long as the measures taken by the Dutch government in 

connection with the Corona crisis are in effect. This regulation can change if the 

measures change. 

 

Dispensation scheme: 

 

In connection with the lockdown on 15 December, there is a dispensation scheme for the 

Scaffolding Builders. 

Certificate holders whose certificate expires between December 15, 2020 and January 

19, 2021, will for the time being receive dispensation until April 1, 2021. During this 

period, the certificate holders may temporarily continue to work with their expired 

certificate. Be aware an exam must be taken well before April 1! 

 

The following dispensation applies to the Aspirant-Auxiliary Mechanics registered with 

SVWOH: 
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• Prospective Auxiliary scaffolders whose maximum registration period of 1 year 

expires between December 15, 2020 and January 19, 2021, can take the 

(auxiliary) scaffolder exam until April 1, 2021 to obtain the personnel certificate 

(auxiliary) scafolder. We advise them to schedule the exam on time and not to 

wait until the last minute. During this period, the Aspirant Auxiliary scaffolders 

who are going to take part in an exam may continue to work temporarily as 

Aspirant Auxiliary scafolder. 

 

 

Assumptions: 

 

Measures that apply to the work locations: 

In principle, work can continue. Outdoor construction sites reduce the risk of 

contamination. 

Scaffolding exams can take place, provided that the legal rules (requirements according 

to the RIVM) can be met. 

Important here is: 

Someone should not have respiratory complaints, such as coughing, shortness of breath, 

stuffiness, pneumonia, cold in the nose, runny nose, sore throat or fever, sudden loss of 

smell and / or taste (see RIVM for the most up-to-date symptoms) 

 

Request a test from the GGD as soon as possible for the above complaints. If necessary, 

consult with the company doctor. Stay at home while waiting for the test result. Go to 

work with a negative test (no corona) and mild complaints. Do not go to work if you have 

a Corona infection: You will remain in isolation for at least 7 days. In case of mild 

complaints, you may resume work after 7 days, provided 24 hours without complaints. 

Longer or more serious illness, stay in isolation for 14 days. If necessary, consult with 

the company doctor. 

 

Prescribed precautions are observed: 

• Wash your hands regularly, minimum 6 times a day with water and soap 

• Cough and sneeze into the inside of the elbow 

• Use tissue paper 

• Do not shake hands. 

• Do not touch your face or touch it as little as possible. 

 

The examiner discusses and supervises the precautionary measures with the candidates. 

The examiner and supervisors also adhere to the above. Other persons are not allowed to 

enter the exam location. 

An exception is for a witness audit by DNV GL in the context of supervision. 

 

Extra measures to be able to conduct the exams within the 
regulations: 

 
General hygiene rules: 

 

• Do not shake hands 

• Wash hands regularly with soap and water. If this is not possible, use a disinfectant 

hand gel with at least 70% alcohol 

• Wash your hands at least 6 times a day, according to the instructions. In any case 

before eating, after going to the toilet, after traveling by public transport, after cleaning 

• Do not touch your face or touch it as little as possible, sneeze / cough in the elbow, 

bring your own paper tissues. And throw it away after one use. Then wash your hands 
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• Keep a distance of 1.5 meters as much as possible, both during transport to and from 

the workplace and at the workplace itself 

• Adjust the work accordingly and organize the workplace accordingly 

• If less than 1.5 meters is unavoidable, pay strict attention to RIVM hygiene rules 

• Regular cleaning. If possible, disinfect items with 70% isopropyl alcohol wipes 

• Extra cleaning of toilets. Keep door handles clean 

• Do not share your tools and phone with others 

• Keep equipment, tools and PPE clean 

• Ventilate work and office space 

• Work in fixed teams as much as possible, so that people do not all the time come into 

contact with others. 

 

The aim is to keep 1.5 meters distance from each other. This is also about increasing the 

awareness of people at work locations. If people have no other option than to get closer 

than 1.5 meters to each other, then the hygiene requirements of the RIVM apply. 

 

If less than 1.5 meters is unavoidable, then be strict and monitor the hygiene 

rules closely: 

 

This also applies, for example, during lunch. Spread the lunch times or offer extra spaces 

and eating places. 

 

In the context of awareness: 

 

Candidates sign a statement stating the measures to be taken and to be observed. 

They declare that they do not have the aforementioned symptoms. Also that people from 

their immediate private environment do not have these symptoms either. 

 

Furthermore is included that they themselves are responsible for staying 1.5 meters 

apart during the practical exam and the breaks, where possible. This statement also 

includes that they cannot hold the exam location, exam office and DNV GL liable if they 

have contracted COVID-19. 

 

The examiner and supervisor keep 1.5 meters away from the candidates at all times. 

This also applies to answering questions. 

 

Theoretical exam 

 

Candidates wear a face mask from entry until they are seated. When they leave, they 

put on their face masks before getting up from their seats. They'll hold up until they're 

outside. 

 

In the theory location: 

• Post the rules and instructions 

• Make sure that disinfectant gel is present in the exam room (s) 

Determine a maximum number of people that may be present in the room, such that a 

distance of 1.5 m can be kept. A maximum of 30 people may be present in a room. 

• If necessary divide the group into two rooms or into several groups. The examiner 

checks in advance whether the space is sufficient for the number of participants that is 

expected. He takes measures in consultation with the location to ensure the distance of 

1.5 meters. 

• Also keep a distance of 1.5 m when entering a room. 
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• When instructing and answering questions, be aware that everyone can stay 1.5 m 

from other people. If necessary, give the instruction in several small groups. 

• Instruct the employees and participants in the exam in advance. 

• Ensure that areas are cleaned more often and that soap / disinfectant and disposable 

towels are provided. 

• Clean the tables before and after the candidates have left with a disinfectant. 

• For digital exam: Clean screen, keyboard and mouse with a disinfectant 

• Always clean the materials used during the exam (as in the Scaffolding Inspector 

exam) with a disinfecting gel after each candidate. 

• Consultation with suppliers, subcontractors, clients: Where possible, make contact by 

telephone. 

 

The exams are handed out by the examiner, wearing disposable latex gloves, before the 

candidates are present and taken when the candidates have left the room one by one. 

The examiner wears disposable latex gloves when taking the exams. 

 

ID CONTROL 

Candidates put their ID on the table, take a step back, the examiner takes the ID using a 

glove, checks it and puts it back down. 

 

Practical exam 

 

There is no obligation to wear mouth masks, but it is strongly recommended.  

 

If the practical exam is inside, make sure there is sufficient ventilation so that there is 

good air flow. 

 

As usual, the PPE are checked, now before the candidates have them on. The examiner 

wears disposable latex gloves. 

 

The candidates always wear a helmet, gloves and safety glasses. 

 

Method when the work calls for cooperation where it is not possible to keep a 

distance of 1.5 meters: 

 

The basic principle is that this should be avoided as much as possible. If a distance of 

less than 1.5 meters is really unavoidable, be extra alert and make agreements about 

how to work safely in accordance with the hygiene guidelines of the RIVM. 

We work in groups of no more than three. This according to the exception rules for 

profession, company or association (normally a maximum of two together is allowed). 

See Rules for inside and outside / Coronavirus COVID-19 / Rijksoverheid.nl. 

Candidates take turns reading the drawing, or a drawing is provided to each. 

Any consultations with each other will take place 1.5 meters apart. 

Candidates also keep a distance of 1.5 meters when collecting and delivering materials. 

If necessary, they wait for each other. The examiner supervises this. 

The examiner also ensures that the candidates do not work unnecessarily close to each 

other 

If there are actions that they have to perform with the two of them, these last as short 

as possible, then the 1.5 meters will be used again. 

 

The examiner sends the signed statements of all candidates regarding COVID-19 along 

with the exam documents. The exam organization sends the COVID-19 statements with 

the files to DNV GL. 
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Traveling together in a bus 

 

It is preferred that candidates come with their own transportation. 

If you do need to travel together, use the following instructions: 

• Health check upon boarding. Traveling together is not permitted if someone has (mild) 

complaints. The colleague with complaints stays at home until the complaints have 

disappeared for at least 24 hours, or until a test for the corona virus has been carried out 

with a negative result. 

• Extra ventilation in the vehicle, by opening the window in good weather or using the 

ventilation system. 

• Always sit in the same place 

• Keep as much distance from each other as possible, keep 1.5 meters when getting in 

and out. 

• Ensure optimal hygiene by extra cleaning the controls (steering wheel, gear lever, door 

handle, touchscreen, etc.) and disinfecting regularly with 70% Isopropyl alcohol wipes. 

• It is mandatory to wear a non-medical mouth mask! 

 

Communication 

 

The Dutch national government has an extensive amount of campaign resources 

(posters, flyers, etc.) explaining the guidelines of the RIVM and practical instructions on 

how to prevent the spread of the corona virus. Via 

https://www.rijksoverheid.nl/onderwerpen/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-beeld-en-

video/communicatiemiddelen-campagne 

you can download it. You can use these posters and flyers within your company and on 

your construction site. There is also material available for people with low literacy. 

Construction and Technology, Volandis and ArboTechniek). Posters belonging to the 

protocol can be downloaded in various languages from the Helpdesk website, both for the 

construction site and for work at home. 

 

Appendix: statement of candidates 
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